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Solid Foundation 

Mission 
The Academic Development Institute (ADI) works with families, 
schools, and communities so that all children may become self-
directed learners, avid readers, and responsible citizens, respecting 
themselves and those around them. 

www.adi.org ab
ou

t u
s Research and Development 

One of ADI’s central purposes is to 
stand  

between researchers and practitioners, 
converting research into procedural  

knowledge so that schools and families 
will be served with sound, effective, 

research-based programs and 
practices. 



Solid Foundation 

A structured parent engagement process 
within a web-based system to assess, plan, 

implement, and monitor parent 
 involvement for continuous school 

 improvement. 

 What is Solid Foundation? 



Solid Foundation 

Why Solid Foundation? 

in helping schools assess their needs and 
plan parent involvement targeted to student 
learning. 

Because it works… 

Solid Foundation: An evidence-based foundation 



Solid Foundation 

   Strengthen family-school connections 

   Engage parents in children’s learning 

   Improve student academic and social learning 

Solid Foundation is designed to: 



Solid Foundation 

Solid Foundation helps schools go beyond  
compliance in meeting parent involvement 
requirements of  Title I and NCLB/ESEA: 

•   School Compact 
•   Parent Involvement Policy 
•   Home-School Communication  
•   Parent Activities Linked to Learning 



Solid Foundation 

Features of  Solid Foundation 

Step by Step Approach 

Web-Based System 

Flexible Options 

Site-Based Decision Making (School Team) 

Self-Sustaining Methods 

Quality Resources 

External Partner Support (PIRC) 



Solid Foundation 

Panel Discussion Topics 

•   Recruiting schools into Solid Foundation 

•   Gaining buy-in from school administrators 

•   Winning strategies for coaching school teams 

•   Connecting teams to quality resources 
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How To Recruit Schools 

   Work with schools with whom you already 
    have a relationship  

   Work with your SEA 

   Advertise/Promote Solid Foundation and 
    other PIRC services for schools 



Solid Foundation 

How To Gain Buy-in From  
School Administrators 

   School Readiness 

   Present SF to faculty & parent groups 

   Offer references from principals who’s schools 
    are using Solid Foundation 

   Title I compliance support and resources 

   Services are FREE through the PIRC 

   Backed by Research 



Solid Foundation 

Strategies for Coaching School 
Teams 

   Web-based Tools 

   Personal Contact 

   Facilitating Team Discussion 

   Structured process tailored to the 
    school’s needs 



Solid Foundation 

Coaching 
Comments  are 

sent to the school 
and creates a 

communication 
log.  

Monitor school 
progress at a 

glance 
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Connecting Teams to  
Quality Resources 

   Materials 

   Getting other people involved to implement   
    parent activities 

   Ongoing access to External Partner as  
consultant 
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Quality Resources for the School 
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Support Services 

ADI 

PIRC 

SCHOOL 
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Questions 

???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? 



Contact Information: 

Reatha Owen 
Academic Development Inst 
121 North Kickapoo 
Lincoln, IL 62656 
1-800-759-1495 ext. 17 
rowen@adi.org 

Kate Gill Kressley 
RMC Research 
1000 Market Street, Bldg 2 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
1-800-258-0802 
kkressley@rmcres.com 

For more information go to 
www.families-schools.org 

Solid Foundation 


